Tutor Profile
Birgit Moffatt

Learn with your hands. Create with nature.

I invite you to slow down, get your hands involved and discover what materials can do.

My workshops are all about learning by doing. Whether you are weaving harakeke, creating a
vessel from natural fibres, making cordage, experimenting with natural dyes or exploring other
tactile processes, you will learn practical skills while developing an understanding of the material
itself.

My approach is relaxed, encouraging and hands-on. Rather than simply following a set of
instructions to produce an identical object, I introduce techniques that give you a starting point
for your own exploration. You’ll learn how to work with the material, respond to its qualities and
experiment with shape, texture and form. The aim is to leave not only with something you have

made, but with skills and ideas you can take home and keep developing.

Nature is at the heart of my practice. Working from my studio in the Otaki Gorge, I draw
inspiration from the surrounding landscape and often gather materials such as harakeke, vines,
bark, leaves, sticks and seedpods. My workshops offer the opportunity to experience this close
connection between material, place and making in a peaceful natural setting.

Classes are kept small so there is plenty of individual guidance and time to really get to grips with
the technique. Beginners are welcome, while more experienced makers can use the workshops to
refresh their skills, try a new process or take their work in a different direction. I also run

workshops for groups and can tailor classes to different needs.

Come curious. Leave inspired — and with new skills in your hands.



